
JULY 2, 2012 HUBBARDSTON OPEN SPACE MEETING 
  
Present: Jassy, Charlie,Sue, Pat, Joe 
  
Mtg called to order 7:00pm at Mt Jeff 
  
June minutes read by Pat, accepted by Sue, 2nd by Charlie 
  
Discussion of haying practices: Present were Paul and Lance Laine. Concerns of: Paul Laine, 
town, Open Space Committee, Wendy Howes  written submission. 
 
Wendy Howes written submission attached 
  
Open Space Committee: This area would have been houses or woodland. Cornfields existed for 
many years.  No Bobolink habitat.  Paul Laine reclaimed the hayfields which allowed nesting. 
The mowing put on bid was an agreement to allow the hayfields to exist and remain in exchange 
for the hay per the approved hay management plan. Hayfields maintained at no expense to the 
town and provides income. 
 
Paul Laine: Cutting the fields prior to June 15th is too wet. Cutting the fields after July @15th the 
quality greatly diminishes and milkweed and goldenrod increases. Nutrients would be 
diminished. It would be too late for a 2nd cut. This is the main income for the Laine's and reason 
they pay to lease the fields. 
 
Mr. Laine agreed to delay mowing the field at the corner of Malone and Mt. Jefferson  Roads 
until after July 15th.   He would brush hog an area of brush strips across the foundation adjacent 
to the road.  He would cut in the back of field 15-20ft swarths for the birds. This would be done 
in the fall not to disturb the Bobolinks.             
They offered to stagger field mowing leaving the larger fields for last. All fields are contingent 
on the weather. They are using their own equipment and time to make these accomadations in 
the best a spirit of  cooperation. 
 
A motion made by  Charlie Clark to accept these changes, second Sue Fox, all in favor. 
 
Copies of Hay Mng. and Town of Hubbardston contract are available. 
  
Pinecrest Barn Chapter 61B removal: Motion that Open Space does not ask the selectboard to 
exercise their right for 1st refusal on Pinecrest Barn.  Motion Charlie Clark, second Sue Fox, all 
in favor. 
  
Recreational Grant update: need 6-10 trees chain sawed on Behind the Chimney Trail.  Bridge #1 
is completed by scouts.  No further progress on maps. 
  
Trail signs: Joe is working on signs for: Laurel Trail (2), Canesto Hill Trail (1), Muzzy Ridge 
Trail (1), Copper Mine (1). 
  



Meeting of Leslie and Joe with DCR to discuss Gates for Malone Road cancelled.  
  
Other business: Approval for  a bill from  Paul Bedau by ConCom to be paid from Ryder 
Maintenance Account.  
                       
On agenda Wed July 11 . With ComCom, OSC will ask for care and control of Ryder Account 
which can be used on Mt Jeff.  
  
8:45pm  motion to adjourn by Sue, 2nded by Charlie, all in favor 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Pat Taylor 
Substituting Secretary      
 
 


