
August 5, 2013 Hubbardston Open Space Meeting Minutes 

7:10 pm meeting called to order.  Members present: Jassy Bratko, chair, Pat Taylor, Susan Fox, Charlie 
Clark, Joe Cataldo, Leslie Greiner.  Also present, Matt Castriotta, Selectman, and Anita Scheipers, Town 
Administrator. 

Leslie read minutes, Susan accepted as read, Charlie 2nded, all in favor. 

Anita said she attended our meeting in order to facilitate communication between all the town boards 
and committees.  There will be a multi-board meeting on Oct. 7. 

The committee acknowledged the great job of mowing at the Mt Jeff conservation area, and thanked  
Matt and the Selectboard for their help in arranging for the town to do the work. 

The Open Space Plan is up in 2014, and updates will be needed. There needs to be a new town survey 
which would then need to be collated and updated. Jassy mentioned the committee would like help 
with the plan.  Matt said he would check to see if perhaps a student from Antioch would be willing to 
help.  Anita will try to help put the word out through her contacts and will check with other 
communities.  It is estimated it will take approximately 40-50 hours to the write the plan, and a new 
survey would be needed. 

Re:  hay lease for Mt Jefferson and Malone Rd Conservation Areas.  There needs to be more detail in the 
new lease regarding the responsibilities of the farmer.  It was discussed leaving fields #5 and #7 to be 
hayed until after July 1 to help allow the bobolinks to fledge.  There needs to be more specific info 
regarding the income to the town.  Paul Laine added that he would be willing to brush-hog requested 
areas.  Any compromises will be sent to town counsel for review.  Information will be obtained 
regarding a license to use the property, and if any bids are required.  Anita will check again with town 
counsel re: the latter.  Presently there is a 3-year contract, but it was discussed that a 5-year contract 
would be more positive for the farmer.  It was mentioned that Fish and Wildlife have gone to 5-year 
contracts.  At present, the town is paid $14.00/acre per cutting, with 43 acres to be hayed including 3 
acres at Malone Rd CA. 

7:40pm:  Anita and Matt exited the meeting. 

7:45pm: Janet Morrison of North County Land Trust entered the meeting to give the committee an 
update on the Forest Legacy plan.  Discussed the possibility of adding 153 acres to the forest legacy plan.  
The 67 acres at Malone Rd Conservation Area was funded by Self-help and CPA funds. CPA required a  
second conservation restriction on the property, which Janet will investigate regarding the 67 acres.    

8:20pm:  Janet exited the meeting.   

Susan mentioned that 6 trees need to be cut and cleared from the trails as part of the Recreational Trails 
Grant.   



Committee discussed 2 bridges that need to be built on the Gates Hills Trail, and one on the Laurel Trail.  
Committee discussed adding a trail register at the Mt Jefferson CA and a continuation for the trails at 
Malone Rd.  The steepness at the beginning of the Gates Hill Trail needs to be addressed, as well as 
adding water bars on the Behind the Chimney Trail for water erosion issues. 

Susan made a motion for the committee to recommend to the Selectboard to accept land offered to the 
Town by the solar company with the Open Space Committee to help manage it.  Leslie 2nded.  All in 
favor. 

Susan made a motion to adjourn, Leslie 2nded.  All in favor. 

Meeting adjourned 9:15pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Greiner 

Secretary 


