
April 7, 2014 Hubbardston Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes 

Hubbardston Senior Center 

Meeting called to order 7:00pm. 

Members present: Jassy Bratko, Joe Cataldo, Charlie Clark, Susan Fox, Pat Taylor, Leslie Greiner.   

Bob Hatch entered the meeting at 7:15pm. 

Also present:  Nora Salovardos, co-leader of Girl Scout Troop 30667, along with 4 additional members of 
the troop.  The troop expressed interest in the Open Space Committee’s activities as well as a desire to 
participate in some of the committee’s activities such as trail upkeep and banding butterflies.  They also 
are interested in encouraging members and others to hike and explore the Hubbardston trail system.   
The troop had several questions about the committee, its work, and open space.  The committee 
answered their questions, whereupon the troop left the meeting at 7:30pm.   

The meeting was video-recorded by a videographer for and arranged by Alan Rawle.  Joe Cataldo also 
video-recorded the meeting.   

Alan Rawle entered the meeting at 7:30pm, and announced that he was also representing Wendy 
Howes who did not attend.  He read from a list of questions for the committee so that he and Ms. 
Howes could better understand “the reasons for the Open Space Committee’s decisions regarding 
protection of nesting Bobolinks and other wildlife”.  The committee advised Mr. Rawle that the decision-
making process takes place during regularly scheduled Open Space Committee meetings, and that he 
and Ms. Howes have been frequently invited and advised to attend the meetings so that they would be 
able to observe how the committee comes to its decisions.  It was noted by the committee that Ms. 
Howes has not attended a meeting for years, noting the last record of her attendance was November 5, 
2007.  The committee has welcomed Mr. Rawle’s recent attendance to approximately 3 meetings. The 
questions that Mr. Rawle presented, as well as a letter Ms. Howes wrote to the committee due to her 
stated anticipated absence for the July 2, 2012 meeting, as well as other material provided by both Mr. 
Rawle and Ms. Howes  can be found in public record at the Hubbardston town offices.  Mr. Rawle stayed 
for the remainder of the meeting as an observer. 

In other business, the committee spoke of Justin Silkey, who is providing community service for his 
National Honor society accreditation. He will be walking and assessing the trails regarding any work that 
needs to be done for maintenance. 

Bob Hatch presented pieces of non-slip material that could be considered for placement on slippery 
bridges on the trails.  Feasibility options as well as possible funding from the Fund for Hubbardston 
Preservation were discussed.  Options will be pursued in the coming months by the committee. 

The mowing of the Mt. Jefferson Conservation foundation area was discussed.  Jassy will contact the 
Parks Commission for possibilities available for mowing. 



The rough condition of Malone Road was brought up and acknowledged. 

Leslie brought up the possibility of obtaining instructional how-to-information of bird studies on her 
own. 

Susan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Charlie seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Greiner 

Secretary  

 

        

    


