
MINUTES 
Board of Selectmen 
December 6, 2010 

Slade Building 
 

Members present: Matt Castriotta, Chair 
                                Ernest Newcomb, Vice Chair 
 
Member absent: Michael Stauder, Vice Chair 
Staff present: Elaine Peterson, Town Secretary; Deb Roussel, Town Administrator, 
                        Building Commissioner Larry Brandt 
Others present: Tom Howlett, Planning Board Chair Vinnie Ritchie, Claudia Provencal, Donna   
                            Sands, Marty Goulet, Patrick Girouard, Finance Committee members Ed  
                            Blanchard and Chris Norcross, MRPC Community Development Director 
                            Shelly Hatch  
 
Meeting commenced at 6:02 pm  
 
Mr. Newcomb invoked the Rule of Necessity stating his conflict as a Highway Department 
employee and payroll being part of the warrant. As a result of disqualification of members due to 
conflicts of interests, the Board lacked a sufficient number of members necessary to take a valid 
vote and, as a last resort that all those disqualified may now participate under the Rule of 
Necessity. 
 
Warrant#13 
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To approve Warrant # 13 in the amount of $100,611.36                                Vote: All in Favor  
 
Kopelman & Paige, PC services for review of the Quabbin School District Draft Agreement 
New Braintree Selectman Marty Goulet and Finance Committee member Donna Sands came in 
tonight to request the Board approve and sign a determination authorizing Kopelman and Paige, 
P.C. to represent four out of the five school district towns for the QRSD draft agreement and to 
share the cost. The Town of Barre has their own legal representation. Mr. Blanchard reported all 
five district towns were invited to participate to review the QRSD draft agreement and have it be 
presented to the school committee for review. Mr. Castriotta stated he could not sign the 
determination as he works for the school. It will be scheduled for the next Board meeting agenda 
when a full quorum is present. Mr. Goulet stated their goal is to have final draft to legal by March 
and have a town meeting article vote at Annual Town Meeting in June 2011. Mr. Goulet and Ms. 
Sands requested notification of the Board signing the determination, thanked the Board and exited 
the meeting.  
 
Appointments:  
Ms. Peterson reported out of three applicants for the Animal Inspector position, two appeared to 
be good candidates for the position. The Board reviewed the applications. Mr. Castriotta asked if 
the Town could hire an assistant to the animal inspector as well. Ms. Peterson will check on 
whether the Animal Inspector could appoint an assistant.  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To nominate Caitlin Normington as Animal Inspector with a term to expire April 30, 2011 
and to authorize the Chair to sign the nomination form                               Vote: All in Favor 
 

Board of Selectmen 
December 6, 2010 



Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To appoint Judi McArthur to Town Charter Committee with a term to expire 6/30/10 
                                                                                                                             Vote: All in Favor 
Mr. Howlett requested to appoint Mike Foley to the committee as well even though the 
committee membership slots are filled.  Ms. Peterson stated that two other residents had applied 
as well and she had informed them even though they were not members, they were still welcome 
to attend the meeting and provide input. Mr. Castriotta stated the Board would take it under 
advisement.  
 
Ms. Roussel reported the committee has requested the Board amend the committee description to 
allow a government member to serve as chair. Mr. Howlett stated the committee believed Mr. 
Pitney to be the best choice for chairman.  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To amend the Town Charter Committee structure to allow a government member to serve 
as Chairperson                                                                                                   Vote: All in Favor 
 
Board of Health Resignation 
Ms. Peterson reported Town Clerk Green has received a letter of resignation from Hayden 
Duggan from the Board of Health effective November 23, 2010 
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To accept Hayden Duggan’s resignation from the Board of Health with regret effective 
November 23, 2010                                                                                             Vote: All in Favor 
                                                                                                                               
Ms. Roussel reported the Library RFQ Committee met last week and interviewed five architects.  
The committee voted unanimously to recommend to the Board of Selectmen to award the contract 
for the study to Hale & Associates, Architects of Boston, MA.  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta                                 
To accept Library RFQ Committee’s recommendation to award contract to Hale and 
Associates, Architects of Boston                                                                      Vote: All in Favor 
 
Ms. Roussel will forward a contract to Hale and Associates, Architects of Boston.  
 
Finance Committee Ed Blanchard reported resident Patrick Girouard was present to be considered 
for the Finance Committee opening tonight. The Finance Committee was exiting to meet in the 
Library Basement meeting room. It was decided whoever finished their meeting first would 
adjourn to the other meeting to jointly elect Mr. Girouard.  
Ms. Roussel recommended charging the Capital Improvement Planning Committee to research 
municipal land use for the Town as it is part of their original charge. The Board needs to define 
the purpose of the plan. Further discussion will occur at the next meeting. Mr. Newcomb 
suggested asking CIP in to discuss.  
 
Winter Seasonal Laborer Position 
Mr. Newcomb suggested tabling discussion until a full quorum is present as he works for the 
Highway Department.  
 
Mr. Castriotta inquired about private road plowing. Ms. Roussel reported residents had been 
advised the road did not meet conditions necessary to plow but they were working on it. She has 
not heard further from Highway Superintendent Gauthier regarding the condition of Streeter 
Road. Mr. Newcomb stated the Town has been plowing Plum Tree Lane, a private way as well. 
Ms. Roussel will check on the status of plowing Plum Tree Lane. Ms. Roussel stated she believed 
all but two Streeter Road abutters have signed agreements.  
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2011 License Renewals 
The Board signed 2011 liquor license renewals as well as common victualer, Class I and II auto 
dealer licenses, automatic amusement devices and a lodging house license.  
 
Community Development Block Grant FY’ 11 Public Hearing  
MRPC Community Development Director Shelly Hatch entered the meeting and reported this 
year’s applications are due on Friday, December 10th.  Everything is in place except for the bonus 
points for integrated projects and complimentary projects within the target area.  Ms. Hatch 
presented the joint application authorization form for signature and the budget summary for the 
Board’s information. The Board will need to approve the updated Community Development 
Strategy for inclusion in the CDBG grant application. Ms. Roussel indicated the existing strategy 
was updated to reflect the status of noted projects and any new projects undertaken. 
  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To authorize Chairman Castriotta to sign the joint application authorization application  
on behalf of the Board                                                                                      Vote: All in Favor 
                                                                                                                              
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To adopt the revised Community Development Strategy as presented        Vote: All in Favor 
                                                                                                                               
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To authorize Chairman Castriotta to sign the Interlocal agreement for the joint CDBG 
application on behalf of the Board                                                                  Vote: All in Favor                                  
 
Ms. Hatch reported she had received many support letters from departments but had not received 
one from the Planning Board, Board of Health, Council on Aging, and the Senior Center Design 
Committee. Ms. Roussel reported the Board of Health letter had been turned over to the Council 
on Aging Chair Provencal earlier today.. Ms. Provencal was revising the letter from the Council 
on Aging for presentation this evening.  
 
Ms. Hatch presented an omnibus letter to the Department of Housing and Community 
Development for signature, basically stating that neither town in this joint application has any 
program income funds to apply to the grant.  
                  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To authorize Chairman Castriotta to sign the omnibus letter to the Dept. of Housing and 
Community                                                                                                       Vote: All in Favor 
 
Mr. Castriotta thanked Ms. Hatch for helping the Town through the grant application process.  
Ms. Hatch exited the meeting to obtain a certified copy of various town meeting votes from Town 
Clerk to support integrated and complementary projects.  
 
Class II Auto Dealer Licenses 
Building Commissioner Brandt came in to follow up on the two lapsed Class II Auto dealer 
licenses. Mr. Brandt reported he had spoken to Jon Jonsson of L & J Enterprises, d.b.a Jon’s Auto 
and Mr. Jonsson claims he has disposed of many vehicles but maintains he does not have enough 
money to remove the remainder. Mr. Brandt stated he would have to act, that the Town has been 
more than patient with him.  
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Regarding Second Shift Garage, Mr. Brandt reported Mr. LaJoie has stated he would be cleaning 
the premise by late August and then again promised no later than the end of October.  He had met 
with Mr. Brandt earlier this evening and Mr. Brandt will be checking in twice this week. Mr. 
LaJoie appears to be removing junk off the property. Mr. Brandt recommended the Board still 
send the suggested letters to both property owners.  Ms. Roussel stated the letters would be on the 
agenda later this evening.  Mr. Ritchie reminded the Board that the 60 Gardner Road property 
could incur additional fines related to the special permit as conditions were to maintain a clean 
yard. Letters to the property owners will be copied to the Planning Board, Building 
Commissioner and Conservation Commission. Mr. Newcomb suggested holding off until a full 
quorum is present and to give the property owners an additional week to clean up.  
 
Land Use Clerk Position 
Mr. Ritchie came to the table to join the discussion regarding creation of the new position. 
Ms. Roussel recommended changing the Planning Board Clerk position to a Land Use Clerk 
position and to include Conservation Commission and Building Department Clerk responsibilities 
which are currently being served by an interim and to post the position internally.  
She added upon attrition of Board of Health and Board of Zoning Appeals clerical positions the 
Board consider adding those responsibilities to the position as well. Ms. Roussel reported 
Building and Conservation and Board of Health are in favor of it. This provides one person with 
knowledge of happenings within all those departments and enhances customer service.  
 
Mr. Brandt reported business is picking up in all three towns that he works in. Ms. Roussel 
indicated she has spoken with the Ashburnham administrator and they are very pleased with the 
Land Use Clerk position. The Town would have to utilize the existing funding from all three 
departments for the position until next fiscal year. Mr. Ritchie stated he was hesitant to create a 
full-time position as delineated in the Ashburnham job description. It does not fit into his concept 
of the Hubbardston position. He added the real value with a clerk is that they attend meetings and 
contribute to the board they work for and the only way you get volunteers to work on these board 
is that the clerk does the job without any fear of contradiction or override. Ms. Roussel clarified 
that supervision of the Town Administrator is only for supervisory and performance issues. She 
added that as Town Administrator she would be consulting with the Department Head or 
Chairperson regarding the performance. Mr. Ritchie also did not want a clerk taking on decision 
making about what the Planning Board should or can do; that is the Chair’s decision.  
 
Mr. Brandt suggested supervisors make changes to the Ashburnham job description for 
Hubbardston and submit to the December 20th Board meeting. Mr. Ritchie stated he was tied up at 
school with work through December and could not meet that deadline. Ms. Roussel stated the 
Town could not continue with an interim in the position for much longer.  Mr. Brandt exited the 
meeting to meet an appointment. Mr. Newcomb stated he would not like to rush into a decision 
and would like to ensure the position is right. Ms. Roussel stated that the interim clerk has been 
filling in since August and would like to have closure one way or the other. Ms. Peterson added 
there is also discontent being expressed by other employees regarding the longevity of the interim 
position without it being posted as well as not conforming to the classification plan within the  
personnel policy. Mr. Castriotta stated he was in favor of creating the position and pronounced a 
vote on the position by the Board would occur at the January 3, 2011 meeting. He added if Mr. 
Ritchie could contribute input by then, it would be welcomed. Mr. Ritchie stated as presented the 
job description is not what he envisions for the Town. Mr. Newcomb asked when you are dealing 
with elected officials, who will be hiring to the position? He stated if the majority of the elected 
officials are not in favor of the position, then you should not hire to it or you will lose the elected 
officials. Ms. Roussel replied the Board of Selectmen is the hiring authority regardless of whether 
it is a department clerical or combined position. Mr. Ritchie exited the meeting.  
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Request to turn on Pole#5 located at fork in Old Princeton Road  
Ms. Peterson reported she had received a request from resident Tom Bianchi to turn a municipal 
street light for students waiting for the school bus there in the dark for safety reasons.  
Ms. Roussel cautioned that funding is unavailable to turn additional lights on due to budget cuts 
and if you respond to one request, the Board would set a precedent. Mr. Castriotta suggested 
contacting the school transportation department to see if others need to be turned on as well. 
There may be others that need to be turned for six months out of the year for safety reasons also.  
 
MIIA Credits  
Ms. Roussel reported MIIA has issued additional participation credits with Town earning  
$4,510.00 and $608.00 for property and casualty and workman’s compensation insurance, 
respectively.  She added the Town has also received notice of a $2,640.00 credit as a result of a 
Worker’s Compensation audit, which compares what was budgeted as the number of employees 
to the actual. 
 
Half Year Stipends 
Ms. Peterson stated she wanted to check in with the Board on who would like to be paid. Mr. 
Newcomb and Mr. Castriotta will be taking their half year stipends. Ms. Peterson will check with 
Mr. Stauder via email.   
 
Request for Donation 
The Board has received a request from Planning Board asking for a donation of $125.00 towards 
the Massachusetts Watershed Coalition. The Planning Board will be donating $125.00 as well 
and has also requested a matching donation from the Conservation Commission.  The coalition 
has coordinated presentations to the Town on beaver management and “Going Greener” this past 
year. They also provide community guides, cds, and word documents to aid the Town in the 
development of these strategies. Ms. Peterson stated the Selectboard Expense account could  
handle the donation amount.  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To match the donation to the Massachusetts Watershed Coalition in the amount of $125.00  
from Selectmen’s Expense Account                                                                 Vote: All in Favor 
 
Offer of Gift of Map 12 W Parcel #276  
The owner has requested the Town take his lot in Pinecrest as he cannot afford paying taxes on it 
and is unable to sell it or give it away. The Board reviewed the opinion of the Highway 
Superintendent regarding parcel #276, noting it might be useful. The property could be used in 
the future to run drainage from Apache Road onto the property and flow into a retention area to 
filter water before entering a stream. Ms. Roussel will research if the Town can accept a gift of 
land.  
 
Electronic Authorization 
Ms. Roussel reported RRG, Inc has requested the Board authorize Ms. Roussel to sign the LA 5 
electronically on the Department of Revenue Gateway noting the Board had signed the original 
form at the tax classification hearing. 
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To authorize Ms. Roussel to sign the LA5 electronically on behalf of the Board 
                                                                                                                            Vote: All in Favor 
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Town Mailbox 
Ms. Roussel reported the cluster mailbox will be delivered this week. The location of the mailbox 
to be determined mutually with the Hubbardston Postmaster.  
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To support a change of address for all departments effective January 1, 2011 
                                                                                                                             Vote: All in Favor 
 
Ms. Roussel tendered her resignation as Town Administrator to the Board. She has accepted a 
position in Amherst as Assistant to the Town Manager.  She stated her contract specifies 60 days 
notice required, but she has requested the Board allow a thirty day notice with her last work day 
to be January 6, 2011. She added she has four weeks of vacation outstanding. She would like to 
take 6 days the week of Christmas and New Year’s holidays. Chair Castriotta thanked Ms. 
Roussel for her years of service and for the work she had performed on behalf of the Town. Ms. 
Roussel recommended hiring an interim town administrator until the Town Charter Committee 
presents their recommendations to the Board in June 2011. Chairman Castriotta recommended 
contacting the Massachusetts Municipal Association for guidance and contacts for interim 
services. Mr. Newcomb agreed to the plan and congratulated Ms. Roussel.  
 
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To accept with regret Debra Roussel’s resignation effective January 6, 2011  
                                                                                                                              Vote: All in Favor 
All Board Meeting Date  
Mr. Castriotta suggested postponing the meeting until February 2011 in order for the interim 
administrator to familiarize themselves to the Town.  
 
Vietnam Memorial 
The Board has been notified by the Historical Commission via letter that the Town does not have 
a Vietnam Memorial. As they do not believe it is in their domain, they were notifying the Board. 
The Board requested the topic be discussed at the December 20th meeting. 
 
Ms. Roussel informed the Board of notification of a $3000.00 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant. While the program requires a 100% match for all funds expended, the 
Town may satisfy the requirement with in-kind services. All funds must be expended by 
September 30, 2011.  
 
Ms. Roussel reported the Open Space Committee was discussing a request to fly electric model 
airplanes in the hay field area at Mt. Jefferson Conservation Area at their meeting this evening. 
The Conservation Commission has approved the request but the club was invited to come in and 
address the Open Space Committee’s concerns. There is a conservation restriction on the 
property. There will be discussion on what would be considered passive recreation.  
 
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To adjourn following the joint meeting with the Finance Committee to elect a new member 
                                                                                                                             Vote: All in Favor 
The Board exited to the Library Basement meeting room to meet with the Finance Committee. 
Finance Committee members present: Ed Blanchard, David Simmerer, Jamie Pitney, Chris 
Norcross and Mark Connery.  
 
Motion: E. Newcomb                                                                                          2nd: M. Castriotta 
To elect Patrick Girouard to the Finance Committee until the 2011 election 
                                                                               Vote: Mr. Castriotta- yes, Mr. Newcomb- yes 
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The Finance Committee unanimously voted by individual roll call to elect Mr. Girouard as well. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Elaine M. Peterson 
Town Secretary 
 
Approved: December 20, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


