
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MINUTES 

June 13, 2016 
Slade Building 

 
Members present: Daniel Galante, Chair 

        Michael Stauder, Clerk (came in late) 
        Patrick Girouard 
        Jeffrey Williams  

 
 
Staff present: Raeanne Siegel, Interim Town Administrator; Jeannette Elsevier, Town 
Secretary; Tim Kilhart, Director Department of Public Works 
 
Others present:   Mark Kataisto    
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Dan Galante. Mr. Galante announced that the 
meeting was being live broadcasted on the Peg Access channel.  
 
Open Session:  
 
Mark Kataisto came in questioning if we had heard from town counsel regarding the interest on 
deposit. Administrator Siegel explained it is still pending response from Kopeleman & Paige. 
Selectman Galante agreed that as soon as we hear back from town counsel.  
 
DPW  
Tim Kilhart, DPW Director brought about a number of DPW issues. 
 

• Martin Ellowitz – New Templeton Rd Culvert. Director Kilhart researched ongoing 
culvert situation, everything in his research states that all of the culverts were 
replacement culverts with no new culverts installed. Mr. Ellowitz stated that the culvert 
on his property was new and not a replacement culvert. Board members discussed the 
estimate that was received from National Grid and the impacts possible changes to the 
existing culvert would have on other culverts and properties. Mr. Ellowitz states no proof 
that there was a prior culvert, no easement on his deed or any proof.  Mr. Ellowitz 
requested that the culvert be looked at again, he believes that it would not cost the town 
much to fix. Board members agreed to look into the estimates again and find out what 
MDC permissions are needed as well as the process to possibly re-route the water flow.  
Mr. Ellowitz agreed that was reasonable. 

• Flagg Road – Condition of Flagg Rd, update and calculations, Chair Galante read 
Director Kilhart’s estimate as to reclaim it would cost around $45,000 and to reclaim and 
pave would cost around $220,000 which doesn’t include culvert replacements, drainage 
work, police detail or anything else, just the road itself. Chapter 90 funds are not really 
there. Director Kilhart stated that until current projects are finished, we won’t know if 
any funds are available. Chair Galante said that as much as we appreciate the 
campground, given that the projects are already underway, we just cannot do any work on 
the road at this point. He suggested that Flagg Rd be included in part of the 2019 Strap 
Grant request. Board member Williams suggested that a letter be drafted to the 
campground explaining above. Administrator Siegel agreed. 



• Winter supplies – Overview Director Kilhart explained the consortium bid with the Town 
of Oxford on the treated salt. The Board members wanted to know what Director 
Kilhart’s thoughts are on the treated salt. Director Kilhart explained that he and his crew, 
as well as the Police liked the treated salt. Discussion about whether you can really know 
how effective the treated salt is based on the warmer winter with less storms. Director 
Kilhart still believes the treated salt is better. The majority of the board allowed the DPW 
Director to go ahead with the treated salt.  

• Town Gravel Pit – Tom Bratko – Planning Board handles the gravel pit. Whether the pit 
is closed or not could be an issue. Have been dumping the road sand sweepings up there 
for 20-30 years which is not allowed by DEP. The other problem is that the lot next to it 
is contaminated by those sweepings, which is why it is not allowed by the DEP. The town 
needs to decide what to do with those sweepings. There are two companies that take the 
road sweepings. Discussion as to whether or not to speak to those two companies about 
coming to the gravel pit to take a look. Agreed by board members and Director Kilhart 
that it is a good idea to speak to them.  
 

Motion: J. Williams      2nd: P. Girouard 
To adjourn at 7:04 p.m.      Vote: All in Favor 

 
Open Pole Hearing at 7:04 p.m. 
Chair Galante summarized the abutter’s notice. National Grid and Verizon petitioned to install 
70-84 and Anchor on North side of Hale Rd. Currently, a wire goes from Verizon’s pole to a 
tree. The property owner wants to cut said tree down. To remedy that, they want to install a joint 
pole with an anchor and wire and run a wire across to pole 70 to support it. Discussion regarding 
timing and police detail, should be less than a day to complete.  
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: J. Williams 
To give National Grid permission to install the pole   Vote: All in Favor 

 
Close Pole Hearing at 7:06 p.m. and re-open Selectmen’s meeting at 7:06 p.m. 
 
Borrego Solar Agreement 
Contracts are back from Kopelman and Page , board was asked to make a motion to approve 
entering into an agreement with Borrego for the pilot and sign the contracts. 
Motion: J. Williams        2nd:  P. Girouard  
To approve entering into an agreement with Borrego Solar   Vote: All in Favor 
Chair Galante signed the contract. 
 
Post ATM Warrant 
Chair asked if any outstanding issues. Board member Williams brought up the Master Plan and 
his reluctance to believe it can be done for $5,000 and be ready for August. Discussed how most 
Master Plans cost $45,000 to $50,000. He believes they will just copy the plan that we have now 
and that is not the intent of a new Master Plan. Chair Galante stated that the town does not have 
$50,000 and that it would not be received well by the town. Galante feels that we should just see 
how it goes. Tom Bratko stated that he received two quotes, one for $110,000 and one for 
$115,000 for a new Master Plan. He then went on to explain that the actual request was for an 
update to the current Master Plan and not for a whole new Master Plan. Dick Eaton gave a quote 
for $10,000 but said there was an alternate way. He could do it for $5,000 if the planning board 
took on a lot of the responsibility of doing a lot of the leg work, such as a new survey, etc.  
 
Pitcherville Sand & Gravel 
Discussion to send letter to Brown, CC Planning Board that any and all communication going 
forward should be sent to the Planning Board. 



Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: P. Girouard 
To move any and all proposals for the Pitcherville Sand & Gravel also known as the Brown 
Pit Proposal to the Planning Board for any further consideration. Vote: 3 in Favor 
                   J. Williams Abstained 
 
Appointments 
Appointment of Rachel Pitney as the Assessors Clerk/Assistant Town Clerk. 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: P. Girouard 
To appoint Rachel Pitney as the Assessors Clerk/Assistant Town Clerk, retroactive to June 
2nd, waiving the notification period.      Vote: All in Favor 
 
Appointment of Paul Thibodeau as a MART Driver 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
To appoint Paul Thibodeau as a MART Driver, retroactive to June 6th, waiving the 
notification period.        Vote: All in Favor 
 
 
Committee Updates 
250th Committee – M. Stauder provided an overview – Inquiring about revolutionary 
encampment, discussed requirements of revolutionary organization. 
 
Building Committee – Dan Galante provided an overview – Well and septic issues; Received 
letter from Susan Connors at the DEP approving original spot for installation of well. 
Memorandum of understanding is being worked on by attorney. Work will continue shortly. June 
30th date of expenditure of the money was extended to December 31st by the state, no danger of 
losing that money. 
 
QRSD Task Force – Nothing to report. 
 
Town Center Committee – Dan Galante stated that the Committee is very, very happy that town 
voted for the $20,000 schematic design. Meeting next Thursday night, then meet post town 
meeting and then take a break for the summer until WPI students are back because we are going 
to involve them in the process of writing the RFP for the schematic design.  
 
Town Administrator Report – See attached 
Ms. Siegel presented several items for approval; Community Compact Grant, Amendment to 
extend Senior Center Grant 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
To approve the amended contract      Vote: All in Favor 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
To extend the Senior Center Grant to December 2016   Vote: All in Favor 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
To accept the contract for updated design services   Vote: All in Favor 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
To approve the updated OPM contract     Vote: All in Favor 
 
Board discussed the Town Administrator search committee, size and possible interest. Prior 
search committee had 5 at-large members and 4 government/town employees.  
 
 
 
 



Executive Administrative Assistant 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
Motion to change the title to Executive Administrative Assistant   Vote: All in Favor 
 
Meeting Minutes Approved 
To approve minutes of May 16, 2016     Vote: 3 in Favor 

J. Williams 
abstained 

Motion: M. Stauder        P. Girouard 
 
J. Williams question on 2 ½, discussion followed. 
 
Motion: M. Stauder        2nd: J. Williams 
To go into Executive Session for reason #1 and reason #6 with no intent to return to public 
meeting. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Stauder – yes, Mr. Galante – yes, Mr. Williams – yes, Mr. Girouard – 
yes 
 
************************Executive Session Minutes are Separate******************** 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tonya Martowska 


