
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MINUTES 

August 8, 2016 
Slade Building 

 
Members present: Daniel Galante, Chair 

        Pat Girouard 
        Richard Haddad 

 
Members absent: Mike Stauder 
       Jeff Williams   
 
 
Staff present:  Raeanne Siegel, Interim Town Administrator; Tonya Martowska, Executive 
Administrative Assistant;  
 
Others present:  Paul Hale, Barry Brown, Joyce Green, Tom Colyer 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Dan Galante. Mr.Galante announced that the 
meeting was being live broadcasted on the Peg Access channel.  
 
Open Session:  
Table for now 
 
Charter Communications License Renewal 
Tom Colyer, representing Cable Advisory Committee reviewed their last meeting. 
Recommendation from Cable Advisory Committee is to delay signing for another month. 
Contract was supposed to be signed the end of June but due to Charter’s merger, the contract was 
not ready. Reviewed Executive Summary of Charter Proposed Cable Television License. Mr. 
Colyer pointed out (b) section 6.1 – he is wondering if anyone is being left out based on the 
wording. There are roads with less than 20 homes per mile. Also, (d) (iii) and (iv) – they would 
like wording changed from Selectboard to Selectboard and/or Cable Advisory Board. Mr. Colyer 
also brought up that Charter should be paying retroactive the PEG Grant money for July and 
August since it was due to no fault of the town’s that contract was not ready to be signed. 
Another concern was no mention of the town going Fiber Optic. Remind Charter they promised 
town was going to be Fiber Optic by 2017. Discussion regarding issues/complaints about Charter 
service. Ms. Siegel going back to Charter and town counsel to discuss concerns.  
 
Open Session:  
Returned to open session -  Joyce Green presented the board with warrants to be signed for state 
primaries and special election. 
Motion: P. Girouard       2nd: R. Haddad 
To sign warrants for State Primaries and Special Election  Vote: All in Favor 
 
Ragged Hill lots  
Lot 1 is the Vincent Land Swap. Should be completed hopefully in the next 2-3 weeks. Lots 2-5, 
the Planning Board would like to keep a lot for affordable housing but that agreement has 
expired. Paul Hale spoke about additional two lots, discussion about additional lots. Discussed 
incorrect calculations on affordable housing. Board in agreement to put all four lots on the 
market.   
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: R. Haddad 
To sell all four lots      Vote: All in Favor 



 
 
 
Chapter 61 Policy 
Town usually follows state guidelines, Hubbardston does not have a policy of our own. Need to 
adopt a policy.  
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: R. Haddad 
To adopt new Chapter 61 policy      Vote: All in Favor 
 
Special Town Meeting 

a) Assignment of articles – who would like to take which articles if any questions are asked.  
Article 1. Override – Dan Galante 
Article 2. Police Budget Increase, hiring of full-time office, from part-time to full-time, 
Pat Girouard 
Article 3. Police Budget Increase – Mike Stauder 
Article 4  Regarding the rent – Jeff Williams 

b) MIAA issue – Mr. Galante wants to find out an itemized listing of what was cut. To cut 
all of these sports out, especially JV sports being the middle of the program, you are 
essentially taking the life out of the programs. Ms. Siegel is also concerned that the 
assessment has not changed even though the specials are supposed to be back in full-
time. The school committee voted to add specials back in full-time, due to many parent 
complaints.  

 
MSP wives requesting Blue Ribbon Placements 
Mass State Police wives are requesting to put blue ribbons on some trees around town for ‘Blue 
Lives Matter’. Mr. Galante pointed out that the town has avoided these types of things in the 
past. Even though they are good practices, policies, etc., they would like to continue to avoid. 
 
Licensing 

a) One Stop Shop to change selling time to 10 a.m. on Sundays 
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: R. Haddad 
To change One Stop Shop’s selling time on Sundays from 12 p.m. to 10 a.m.   
      Vote: All in Favor 

b) Hubbardston Rod & Gun change of manager 
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: R. Haddad 
To sign the change manager for Hubbardston Rod & Gun  Vote: All in Favor 
 
Appointments/Wage Authorizations 

a) Tonya Martowska – Executive Administrative Assistant 
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: R. Haddad 
To waive notification period for Tonya Martowska to August 1st Vote: All in Favor 

b) David Gundersen – MART Driver 
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: R. Haddad 
To waive notification period for David Gundersen to July 25th  Vote: All in Favor 

c) Membership renewal form for Worcester County Selectmen Association. Does anyone 
want to be a member this year? Mr. Galante has gone in the past, but does not see a need. 
No one else interested. 

d) BOS representative for Economic Development Committee – Mr. Girouard expressed 
interest in being the rep.  

Motion: R. Haddad      2nd: D. Galante 
For Pat Girouard to be the representative for the Economic Development Committee 
      Vote: All in Favor 



Committee Updates  
250th Committee – No updates 
 
Building Committee – Meeting this week, not much else to report. 
QRSD Task Force – They keep cancelling meetings. Next meeting in September 
 
Town Center Committee – No change, August 25th is next meeting. 
 
Town Administrator Report – See attached 
MIIA Grants – Applications are in. Police, Fire and DPW are looking at available options 
 
Economic Development Bill – Community Benefit Districts to help revitalize downtowns. Ms. 
Siegel looking into that further.  
 
Green Community Designation – Reviewing the steps to become designated a Green 
Community. This would allow the town to apply for Green Community Competitive Grant 
Awards.  
 
DPW Safety Policies – From discussions with DPW Director Tim Kilhart and other DPW 
employees, it was discovered that there is no manual for the safety policies for the DPW 
employees to follow. Mr. Kilhart will be researching how other towns document safety 
procedures.  
 
Rietta Charge – A couple of towns have tried to charge a surcharge for their flea markets, but 
one was met with a potential law suit. Joel Bard from K & P is going to get in touch with 
attorney at K & P that handled the Brimfield surcharge issue to see if it would be a similar 
situation for Hubbardston as well.  
 
Town Administrator Search Committee – Applications were due today by 5pm. The search 
committee is meeting next week. Starting to schedule interviews the week of the 29th and then 
present the 3 finalists to the Selectboard at the September 6th meeting and then the Selectboard 
can conduct interviews with the finalists at the September 19th meeting. 
 
Country Hen – Thank you to Bob Beauregard and his entire staff for welcoming Chairman 
Galante and Ms. Siegel to tour their facilities last week.    
 
Minutes 
May 5th minutes need to wait until next meeting as P. Girouard and R. Haddad were not present 
at the May 5th meeting so they cannot motion or vote on it.  
Motion: P. Girouard        2nd: D. Galante 
To approve the minutes of April 25th,  May 16th, June 13th, June 27th and July 11th minutes. 
          Vote: All in Favor 
 
Old Business 
R. Haddad inquired if there was any news on the Tax Collector. Ms. Siegel stated that she went 
to Worcester but it was postponed to August 31st.  
 
Public/Press Questions & Answer 
 
 
Motion: P. Girouard        2nd: R. Haddad 



To enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL C30A, s. 21, with no intent to coming 
back to open session.        Vote: All in Favor 
 
Role Call Vote:  Mr. Girouard– Yes; Mr. Galante – Yes; Mr. Haddad – Yes;   
 
*************************Executive Session Minutes are Separate ****************** 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tonya Martowska 


