
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MINUTES 

September 6, 2016 
Slade Building 

 
Members present: Mike Stauder 
          Jeff Williams 

        Pat Girouard 
        Richard Haddad 

 
Members absent:    Daniel Galante 
 
 
Staff present:  Raeanne Siegel, Interim Town Administrator; Tonya Martowska, Executive 
Administrative Assistant; Janet Baczewski, Building Dept. Clerk; Tim Kilhart, DPW Director;  
 
Others present:  Peter Stalken, Tom Robinson, MaryAnn DiPinto, Mike & Donna Tobine, 
Jamie Pitney, Christine Smith, Ed Blanchard, Vincent Ritchie, Mark Kent, Tara Chappel, Ernest 
Newcomb, Kendall Daly, Tom Bratko 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mike Stauder. Mr.Stauder announced that the 
meeting was being live broadcasted on the Peg Access channel.  
 
Open Session:  
Mark Kent of Kent Brothers Sales & Service came forward to request a Class II Auto license for 
107 Gardner Rd. All paperwork completed and all signatures have been acquired. 
Motion: P. Girouard       2nd: J. Williams 
To approve Class II Auto License for Kent Brothers Sales & Service Vote: All in Favor 
 
Donna & Mike Tobine of 30 Iroquois Ave have a driveway drainage issue with rain since recent 
paving of the road. Has been in communication with DPW and Ms. Siegel. The Tobines are 
upset that there has been no solution from DPW regarding their water issues. Tim Kilhart has 
viewed the property but has no real solutions. Mike Stauder asked Tim if he could come up with 
a couple of options. Tim said “No, only option is to re-pave the entire driveway.” The board 
asked the Tobines to give them another meeting cycle so the board can examine and discuss. Tim 
Kilhart then added that a berm would be an easier solution but not sure if it would stay. Also 
would be an expense because town does not have the equipment for that.  
 
Vincent Ritchie came forward regarding putting a cell tower up at one of the two adjacent 
Ragged Hill lots. Stated it is in the wireless communication overlay district so it would be easier 
than some other locations the town considered. Vin wants the board to consider a cell tower on 
one of the lots behind the lots going up for sale. Raeanne Siegel stated there is also a carriage 
road on one of the properties that could be an access to the back. Would only need to grant an 
easement on one of the lots for sale in order to put in and access a cell tower. Would only need to 
be 12’ wide gravel way to access the tower. Mike Stauder asked why here and not on DCR land. 
Vin stated the elevation is better here and wouldn’t have to deal with overlay issue. Pat Girouard 
asked about whether Fletcher’s special permit expired, Vin stated it has. Board agrees it is worth 
exploring. Ed Blanchard states he believes they still needs a permit, just not a special permit.  
 
DPW Safety Concerns 
Ernest Newcomb came forward as employee and Union Steward to bring up safety concerns. 
Stated he has been in contact with State Safety Board and OSHA with concerns about safety 



procedures. Example, chain saw procedures – need two people, digging a pit – take precautions 
so it doesn’t cave in on you, etc. Everyone has had the training but they are not applying the 
training. Mike asked if these are current issues. Ernest stated yes, and continued to talk about 
issues from years ago. He wanted the board to vote on whether or not the town is going to 
comply with OSHA and State regulations. Mike stated that of course the town is going to comply 
with OSHA and State regulations. The board stated that Ernest chain saw concerns are addressed 
in the safety handbook being voted on tonight. Mike requested that if there are truly safety issues 
from the staff, to file an actual grievance so that it can be recorded, documented, and 
investigated.  
Motion: J. Williams       2nd: R. Haddad 
To approve DPW safety handbook as presented    All in Favor 
 
Town Administrator Search Committee 
Ed Blanchard read a letter to the Select Board which stated that the committee has completed it’s 
search and are pleased to present three qualified candidates in alphabetical order: 
1. Heather Budrewicz 
2. Raeanne Siegel 
3. Michael Szlosek 
The three candidates have been notified that they are finalists for the position and that the Select 
Board will contact them in the near future for an interview with the Select Board. The Town 
Administrator Search Committee will not be meeting further unless we can provide further input 
to your decision making process. Pat Girouard inquired about how many applicants in total. Ed 
stated there were 14 applicants to start with, the committee reduced to 5 candidates, of which all 
5 were interviewed. They selected 3 finalists from the 5 interviewed for the Select Board’s 
review and final decision. Ed has the three files. Mike stated he should give the files to the Town 
Clerk so each member could review them individually. The interviews are set for September 
14th, next Wednesday at 6 p.m. It is an open meeting.  
 
Steve Boucher regarding business development – moved to 9/19 meeting 
 
Proposed Senior Center 

a) MOU with DCR – Memorandum of Understanding between the Town of Hubbardston 
and the Department of Conservation and Recreation presented regarding the moving of 
the well sight. 

J. Williams      P. Girouard 
To approve the MOU      All in Favor  

b) Proposed STM in February – Raeanne stated that the building committee has requested a 
Special Town Meeting in February instead of November due to not having the bids in 
hand by then. Raeanne read a statement from the Building Committee:  
On behalf of the Building Committee, we request an STM to be held in February (vs. 
November as previously agreed by them). We would not have bids in hand by then and 
cannot go to the votes without hard numbers from contractors. Further, it gives more time 
for community outreach as the plans are still being finalized. In addition, fall and winter 
are a good time to bid and award as contractors are looking for spring work. Even if the 
bid was in the fall or winter but contractors knew they had to wait for a June ATM to see 
if the project goes ahead is risky, as many contractors will not want to have that 
possibility of not having work already a few months into the construction season. 
According to Dan, prices could be high and the 1.5-2k cost for an STM would pale in 
comparison to the disparagement in bid prices based on those factors.  
Ed Blanchard mentioned he is surprised by further delay since they originally wanted an 
October STM. Pat does not think it will be a big enough turn-out if a February STM. 
Mike suggested further discussion be tabled until Dan Galante is present.  



 
 
Appointments/Wage Authorizations 

a) Dan Novak – MART Driver, Wage Authorization 
Motion: P. Girouard      2nd: J. Williams 
To increase Dan Novak’s wage retroactive to Sept 1st    Vote: All in Favor 

b) Adam Dodd – Cultural Council  
Motion: J. Williams      2nd: P. Girouard 
To appoint Adam Dodd to the Cultural Council    Vote: All in Favor 
 
Committee Updates  
250th Committee – Mike stated they are having a Spaghetti Supper benefit to raise funds for the 
250th.  
 
Building Committee – Will wait for Dan Galante to return 
 
QRSD Task Force – Having a meeting this Thursday at 6 p.m, joint meeting with the school 
committee as well as the Collins Center. A vote may be taken as far as consolidation.  
 
Town Center Committee – Dan usually does this update. 
 
Town Administrator Report – See attached 
 
State primary and QRSD override ballot question - On August 23, 2016, the Quabbin Regional 
School District notified the Town of a revised assessment for the upcoming 2016 – 2017 school 
year.  Our current assessment is now below what was voted on at the Annual Town Meeting in 
June. Therefore, while the Town was required to call for a Special Town Meeting and ballot 
question for the assessment presented on July 18th, this additional funding is no longer needed. 
Due to the timing of the revised assessment, ballots for the override will still be available for 
voting on September 8th, however the outcome will have no effect on Hubbardston’s tax rate or 
QRSD assessment for the Town. 
 
Beaver dam cost on MT. Jeff from 2014 – It appears that the town never recouped the costs 
relating to the beaver dam breach from the resident. Does the board want to pursue this from the 
resident? At least one resident still having issues with their driveway because of the breach. Mike 
recalls finding that the culvert under the road was under-sized for the size of the pond. Raeanne 
found the study that was done and it did appear that it could be both at fault. Board agreed, leave 
it alone, not going to pursue. 
 
Update on Ragged Hill lots – The RFB for each of the lots are complete, and have been sent to 
KP Law for review. Once final wording is acceptable, the lots will be put out for bid process, and 
realtors can be notified. Mike asked if we need to disclose easement, etc. on RFB. Vin Ritchie 
said it should be disclosed that it is a possibility. He also suggested that you could put some of 
the lots up for sale and hold one back to see what happens with the cell tower issue. Ed 
Blanchard stated the cell tower project needs to go through Zoning Board of Appeals, which 
could take months.  
 
MART Contract – New MART contract, while majority of the contract is fine, there are two 
major areas of changes that may affect our budget. First, MART is now requiring that all towns 
insure their own van. Additionally, MART will no longer reimburse 100% of payroll for the 
amount of time the COA Director spends on MART related duties, but instead only reimbursing 
20%. These two are issues in most towns per the MART meeting that Raeanne attended last 



Tuesday. MART will be holding two separate meetings in September to address these issues and 
she will be attending both meetings. MIIA is completely against the towns having to insure the 
MART vans, hard to insure due to swapping of vans. It is still a work in progress. 
 
Department Logs – Currently only the Police and Fire logs are provided on the Town website. 
Beginning with the August log, we will be providing the DPW log to the website. In the near 
future, Raeanne will be providing a Town Administrator log to the website as well.  
 
Hubbardston Field Day – Field Day will be held on Sept 10th at 11 at the Curtis Field. This year 
there will be a cornhole tournament with teams of 2. If any BOS members are interested in 
forming teams, please let Raeanne know.  
 
Minutes 
March 21st, May 5th and August 8th minutes need to wait until next meeting as not enough voters 
present from those meetings, cannot motion or vote on it.  
Motion: J. Williams        2nd: P. Girouard 
To approve the minutes of February 11th,  and February 22nd minutes. Vote: All in Favor 
Motion: J. Williams        2nd: P. Girouard 
To approve the minutes of the meeting of March 7th   Vote: All in Favor 
Motion: J. Williams        2nd: P. Girouard 
To approve the minutes of the meetings of March 28th and April 4th Vote: All in Favor 
 
Old Business 
Jeff Williams asked Raeanne to follow-up and call Steve Boucher.  
 
Public/Press Questions & Answer 
Tom Bratko inquired about whether the Class II Auto license petitioner had required and had a 
CORI check. Raeanne assured him that Mark Kent had a CORI check done.  
 
Motion: P. Girouard        2nd: J. Williams 
To adjourn at 7:34 p.m.       Vote: All in Favor 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tonya Martowska 


