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THE TOWN OF 

HUBBARDSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Finance Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes – 12 October 2010 
 

 Meeting convened at 6:55pm 

 Present:  Ed Blanchard, Dave Simmerer, Chris Norcross, Mark Connery, Jamie Pitney 

o Deb Roussel, Mike Stauder and Ernie Newcomb joined around 8pm after BOS 

meeting. 

 Location:  Slade Building – Senior Center 

 No Open Meeting Time business discussed. 

 Meeting Minutes:  No minutes submitted for approval 

 Reserve Fund Transfers:  None submitted for consideration.  

 Town Property Transfer: 

o Per town counsel, there is no need to go back to Town meeting based on the 

parameters by which the land transfer will occur. 

o FINCOM agreed no need to follow-up on status of questions submitted to counsel 

(via BOS at September joint meeting) unless an article appears on the warrant and 

has a financial impact. 

 

 Senior Building Committee (update from Ed Blanchard as FINCOM rep to committee):   

o Senior Building Committee voted to put 2
nd

 floor on Slade Building (6-1). 

 

 Special Town Meeting Warrant: 

o FINCOM voted on questions based on Warrant as printed on 10/6/10 prior to 

meeting.  This was prior to BOS closing the Warrant in a BOS meeting occurring 

at the same time as FINCOM. 

 Article 1:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 2:  To recommend at STM. Need more information.  5-0. 

 Article 3:  To recommend at STM.  Need more information. 5-0 

 Article 4:  Does not recommend 0-4-1 (Jamie Pitney abstention).  

Committee felt estimate was high for an engineering study.  Also, 

can/should the study be done in context with proposed changes to Slade 

Building for Senior Center? 

 Article 5:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 6:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 7:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 8:  To recommend at STM.  5-0.   Need more information.  

Committee believes this should have been included with the recent repair 

to the Slade Building. 
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 Article 9:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 10:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 11:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 12:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 13:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 14:  FINCOM takes no position 5-0.  No financial impact. 

 Article 15:  FINCOM recommends 5-0 

 Article 16:  FINCOM recommends 5-0. 

o Shortly after the vote on the final article as printed for the FINCOM meeting, Deb 

Roussel, Mike Stauder and Ernie Newcomb joined the FINCOM meeting after 

concluding the BOS meeting.  They informed FINCOM that the BOS voted to 

close the Warrant with the following changes and requesting FINCOM vote on 

recommendation: 

 Article 15 (Ice Storm cleanup 2 ½ capital exclusion override):  BOS voted 

to take this article off the Warrant.  Their reasoning was to not confuse 

voters when they see this override question on the November ballot.  If 

approved on the ballot, the Warrant article will be included on the 

May/June 2011 STM or ATM to appropriate funds.  If not approved, BOS 

will take appropriate action, in conjunction with FINCOM, to finance the 

ice storm cleanup. 

 New Article 15:  Based on a energy study by National Grid, BOS 

requesting $1,403 from the Tuition and Transportation account, for 

costs associated with the 30% lump sum contribution to achieve a 

15% discount for purchase and installation of lighting equipment.  

The town has been informed there is a less than 1 year payback 

period.  FINCOM approved 5-0. 

 Article 16 (move leftover funds from targeted stabilization account to 

combined stabilization account):  BOS voted to remove this article as they 

felt if the Ice Storm ballot question fails, may need flexibility for alternate 

funding.   

 New Article 16:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer from 

Account #300-5807 (Out of District Tuition and Transportation) 

the sum of $9,156.97 (Nine Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Six 

Dollars and Ninety-Seven Cents) to fund efficient removal of snow 

and ice on Town properties, or take any other action relative 

thereto.  FINCOM did not vote on this article as BOS agreed, in 

conversation with FINCOM, that since the Winter Materials 

account operates as a deficit account (in most years), easier to just 

spend as necessary and reconcile at end of year.  Also, to use this 

year’s winter costs for these areas to help budget for FY 12.  

Subsequently, BOS will ask Town Moderator to pass over question 

at STM. 

 

 Meeting with Fire Chief: 

o Fire Chief invited to this meeting, but could not make it.  Inviting him to next 

meeting. 
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o Requesting Town Accountant to review previous years uncollected ambulance 

receipts to see how much is outstanding. 

o Requesting Fire Chief and Town Administrator to review contract with outside 

billing company to confirm whether or not town has hired them to pursue 

uncollected bills. 

 

 Materials submitted/reviewed at meeting: 

o Agenda 

o STM as printed on 10/6 prior to meeting 

o Email from Joel Bard (Town Counsel) to Town Administrator and Katharine 

Klein (Town Counsel) dated 10/4 at 5:08PM regarding the need to NOT go back 

to Town Meeting given the current parameters of the church land transfer. 

o Memo from Kopelman and Paige, P.C. (town counsel) regarding a recent 

Supreme Judicial Court decision (Papadopoulos v. Target Corporation) that 

prompted the new Article 16 on snow removal/cleanup on town sidewalks, etc. 

 

 Next meeting 11/3 at 6:30pm. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    Jamie Pitney – Finance Committee Secretary  

 

                                                                   Approved:  3 November 2010 


